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REPORT ON LAW SUTES. 


Report relative to suits in the several courts of the Com- 

monwealth. Reap, Marcu 14, 1826. 

Mr. F. Smith, from the committee on the judiciary 
system, to whom was referred, on the 14th Dec. a reso- 
jution relative to obtaining from the prothonotaries of 
the several courts in this commonwealth, a statement ex- 
hibiting the proportion which the number of contested 
suits brought in the several counties, during the last 
three years, ending with the Ist Dec, bearsto the num- 
ber tried, and such other information as would enable 
this House to judge of the efliciency of the administra- 
tion of justice under the present system, made the fol- 
lowing report, which was read, viz: 

‘hat in pursuance of this resolution, the committee 
addressed circulars to the different prothonotaries of the 
state, requesting them to make out statements of the 
number of original suits, including appeals from justices, 
brought within the three years mentioned in the resolu- 
tion—the number of them to which a plea, or defence 
had been entered, or whic!: have been contested,—the 
number of them finally decided by arbitration,—the 
whole number of suits put on the trial Iist within the 
said period of three years; the whole number of suits dis- 
posed of by jury trial, within that time,{the whole num- 
ber of suits on the trial list disposed of in anyother manner 
within that time, the number of suits removed tothe su- 
preme court by writs of error, within the said 3 years, the 
number of those suits that have been determined by the 
supreme court,—the number that have been reversed, — 
the number of those reversed that have been since de- 
termined in the court below; and forward them to the 
committee to be laid before the House. 

The committee feel much satisfacticn in stating that a 
general and prompt compliance, on the part of these 
officers, to furnish the information requested, has been 
manifested. They have received the returns from forty- 
three counties, and from the prothonotaries of the dis- 
trict courts of the city and county of Philadelphia, and 
of the counties of Dauphin and Lancuster. These re- 
turns contain much useful information. A table accom- 
panies this report, showing a general statement of the 
whole. It will be perceived that a great portion of the 
suits brought, have been finally disposed of by arbitra- 
tion. Much expensive litigation has thus been saved, 
which would otherwise have occupied the time of the 
courts. This mode of settling law suits, the committee 
are gratified to find, has answered the purpose for which 
it was devised, and the most salutary effects anticipated 
by its warmest advocates, have been realised. The ta- 
ble exhibits a great disproportion between the original 
suits brought and those disposed of by arbitration, jury 
trial, or inany othermanner. But it must be recollect- 
ed, that very many suits are never brought to issue or 
are discontinued, non-prosed, or lay dormant or settled 
by the parties, without being brought before the court; 
and of those which are contested, many are disposed of 
amicably, and arrangements made in court, wh'ch must 
necessarily occupy much ofthe time of the court. It 
alse exhibitsa great disproportion of suits put on the 
trial lists & those disposed of by jury trial,& in any other 
manner; but very many of these suits must necessarily 
have been put on the trial list more than once ,&some per- 
haps frequently.By the returns of some of the prothono- 
taries, it scems that a great amount of old costs, in suits 
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| which are undetermined and which never will be prose- 


| cuted, remain unpaid. The state being entitled by law, 
to a tax on those offices, when above a given sum is re- 
ceived, the committee would invite the attention of the 
committee of ways and means to this subject. 

The committee are happy to state, that there is am- 
ple testimony of the efficiency of the district court & court 
of common pleas, for the city and Co. of Phila. The prc- 
thonotary of the former says, ‘‘at the September term, 
1825, every case upon the trial list was called, and en- 
Joyed its opportunity of trial, almost with certainty, at 
the second term. Altho fewer suits are brought than 
before, nearly twice the number of cases are put to issue, 
and upon the trial list at each term. The list consists 
gencrally of new cases; and as exemplifying strongly the 
present efficiency of the court, it is worthy to' be men- 
tioned, that at September term, 1825, many causes insti! 
tuted to that very term were at issue and on the trial 
list, and that one of the very latest brought of these caus- 
es,was tried, and verdict takenin it.” The prothono- 
tary of the latter says, “ I have taken the liberty to add, 
the state ofthe docket for December term, 1825, be- 
cause it will show to the committee that the trial list has, 
since March term, 1825, been so far reduced, as to pro- 
mise at the next period of jury trials, that very few if 
any causes at issue will remain undisposed of after the 
first term.” 

The prothonotary of the southern district of the su- 
preme court held at Ciiambersburg, has politely furnish- 
ed the committee with a statement of the business, in 
that district, from 1819 to 1824, accompanied with prac- 
tical observations, -vhich they have, from the usefulness 
of the information it conveys, incorporated in this re- 
port, although not strictly embraced by the object of 
the resolution. Ofthe suits removed to the supreme 
court within the three years, embraced in the returns, 
many appear to be undetermined. Some of these, no 
doubt, have been removed in the several cvtricts, since 
the last session of the court, and have therefore not en- 
joyed the opportunity of being heard. Your committce 
believe that the facility of taking writs of error is too 
great, and is productive of much distressing delay, pre- 
judicial to the advancement of the ends of justice. In 
many instances, causes are removed to the supreme 
court, when substantial justice has been done in the 
| court below, and there reversed, upon points of law by 

no means ¢ffecting the merits of the cause, and some- 
| times perhaps upon the mere informality of the record 
| or some defects of the pleadings. This is not the fault 
| of the judges of the court. ‘They are bound to decide 
according to the existing law. The evil should be reme- 
died by the Legislaure, otherwise the court will be 
burthened with such a mass of business, that with all 
the industry and talents of the judges they will not be 
able to prevent a procrastination, in the suits before 
them, which will be detrimental to the suitors, and in- 
jurious to the interests of the community. 


The committee believe they have performed what 
was required of them by the resolution. It will give 
them great satisfaction to learn that they have been able 
to lay before the House any information on the subject 
of the judiciary, which may be useful in any investiga- 
tion on so important a branch of the government. [It is 
obvious that as the population of the country increases, 
and commerce and business of every kind are extended 
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litigation will increase in the same proportion, oa the Saniiione will ‘ enabled to Slaw’ whether an additional 
number of judges and the formation of new districts, or any other organization of the judiciary, will be necessary 
to a proper and adequate administration of the laws. 


STATEMENT of suits in the Southern Di District ‘ict of ‘the Supreme Court, t, from 1819 to 1824. 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY. 
The number of original suits; including appeals, 2165 
Pleas and defences entered, 361 


who cannot conscientiously attend the religious exerci- 
ses in Co'lege, such student, at the request of his parent 
or guardian shall be excused. ; 

It frequently happens that young men who have ac- 


| 


Whole number ditermined by arbitration, | 202 quired considerable Iterary and scien information, 
Whale aundiar on teil tat 799 | Petain it but a short time, and derive comparatively lit- 
Jury trials, ’ 125 | tle advantage from their acquisitions, merely because 
Judgments at the bar by non-suit, &e. 58 | they have not learned how to apply their knowledge to 
Judgment by consent, &e. , 1204 | the arts, and to the various operations of the active and 
Mutioar of ite of itt in three years 35 | industrious classes of mankind, Knowing this to be the 
aitemed , 15 | CaS the Faculty will endeavor in all their instructions, 
ented: 12 | not only to communicate knowledge, but also to show 
Shien we sideline: taal 4 the relation which every science bears to the operations 
neste oft nthe inn albels te sietenieit eciiaes, of the artist; not only to teach abstract truth, but also to 

tion is filed, brought in three years, , 534 lhabituate the mind to the investigation and acquirement 


of truth; to teach it how to think, to invent, and to ap- 
ply all its acquisitions to some useful purpose. In short, 
it is the design of the Trustees and Faculty, a design 
which they will ever keep in view and prosecute with 
unremitting exertions, to train up youth for the active 
duties of life, and prepare them for becoming honora- 
ble, profitable, and happy members of society. : 
The College buildings are extensive, tasteful, and in 
a superior style of workmanship. The main building is 
four stories high, and the wings three stories including 
the basement. The whole presents a front of £20 feet. 
Their situation on an eminence half a mile north of the 
village, and commanding a prospect of the village and 
surrounding country, is peculiarly beautiful. 





Note.—No returns have beén re¢cived from Berks, U- 
nion, Huntingdon, M:fftin aml Northampton counties. 





PROSPECTUS OF ALLEGHENY COLLEGE, 
MraDvILtr, Sept. 25, 1829. 


The Trustees of Allegheny College have the happi- 
ness of announcing to the public, that this Institution 
will be open for tlhe reception of students on the fourth 
Monday of October next. 

The Faculty of the College is composed of the Kev. 
Timothy Alden, President; Rev. David M‘Kinley, Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics; and Reynell Coates, M.D, Pro-| The library has been universally admired by literary 
fessor of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. Instruc- | gentlemen who have visited it. It consists of about eight 
tion in the Languages, and in Logic and Moral Philo-| thousand volumes well selected, and with a few addi- 
sophy will be giver by the President; and in Rhetoric | tions, will embrace every thing which will be ordinarily 
and Belles Lettres by the Professor in the, Mathemati- |} required for reference. It is already decidedly the best, 
cal Department. Collegiate Library west of the Allegheny mountains,and’ 

The Trustees pledge themselves to the public, and to may be ranked among the first in the Union. 
parents and guardians of youth, that a complete course | —_It is intended that particular attention shall be paid to 
of instruction shall be given to pupils in the various | those general views of nature, which ferm part of a lib- 
branches of a literary and scientific education. Con-| eral education, and are happily calculated to elevate the 
scientiously to redeem this pledge, the Trustees, in ad-} mind. Physiology both vegetable and animal, will form 
dition to a thorough examination of the students at the | part of the course of study. _It is net intended that the 
close of each session, wil! attend by committee to| time of the students shall be occupied in prosecuting the 
monthly and quarterly examinations. Each class shall | minute distinctions of Genera and Species, but the grand 
ulso be divided into three grades, and a circular trans-| natural families of animals throughout the zoological 
mitted to parents and guardians semi-annually, stating | chain, will be treated under this head. A cabinet of Ge-’ 
the progress and standing of their children and wards. | ology and Natural History has been commenced, and 
By these means, and by every other which may pro-| such connexions have been formed with naturalists in’ 
mise success, the Trustees will aid the Faculty in sti-| various places, as will tend constantly to its enlarge- 
mulating the youthful mind to action, and in speed | ment. 3 eee 
ing the students’ progress in the path of youthful! The village of Meadville is handsomely situated in the 
knowledge. ; valley of French Creek, and combines many things 

Special attention shall also be paid to the inculcation | which render it a proper location for an institution of lit- 
of those moral principles, to the cultivation of those | crature. It is surrounded by an extensive agricultural 
amiable and benevolent dispositions, and to the forma-| country, which is rapidly improving. It has abundant 
tion of those habits of mental action anc persevering | facilities of access. Stages from the North and South 
industry, which are connected with the highest happi- | arrive and depart daily; and from the East, thfee times 
ness of the individual, essential to the well-being of | a week; and it is traversed by the North Western divi- 
society, and indispensable to success in any honourable | sion of the Pennsylvania canal. The village is also pe- 
calling in life. The ‘Trustees believe that correct reli- | culiarly healthful, and affords a limited, but excellent 
givus principles and habits of devotion in literary men, | society for the eccasional interceurse of students. The 
are intimately connected with the best interests of man-| number of inhabitants is about 1300. 
kind, and that every system of education, where the} The collegiate year will embrace two sessions or terms. 
knowledge and practice of revealed religion are left | of twenty-two weeks each, having eight weeks of vaca- 
out of view, is essentially defective. ‘They will there-| tions, three of which will be appropriated to a recess in 
fore provide for what they conceive to be correct ele-| the spring and five to a recess in the autumn. The an- 
mentary instruction on this subject, and will require ali} nual Conimencement will take place on the Sd Thurs- 
students to observe the Lord’s day in a christian man-| day of September, and the next term will begin five 
ner, according to tbe laws of our country, and to at-| weeks from the following Monday. 
tend some place of public worship on that sacred day. The usual division of students into four classes, Fresh 
At the same time, however, they disclaim ull sectarian- | man, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior, will be adopted,’ 
ism. They will not authorize the inculcation of any | and the ceurse of instruction will embrace four years. 
thing different from the great principles df revealed | The expense for tuition for the first two years will be 


truth, which christians generally maintain with unani-| sixteen dollars per term, and for the two last twenty 
mity. ‘They will permit every student to select with} dollars per term, to be paid in advance, or secu- 
the advice of his fiends, that place of religious worship | red by bond. Applicants for admission whe can pass a 
where he shall attend. And ifthere should be any stu- | satisfactory examination, may be received into an ad- 
dent who cannot conscientiously be present at any one | vanced class—into the Sophomore by paying one third’ 
of the places of worship which may be accessible, or the tuition of the previons year; into the Junior by pay- 
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ing two thirds the tuition of the previous year; and into 
the Senior by paying the full tuition of the previous 
year, in addition to the regular fees of the class in- 
to which they enter. Any student, however, who 
comes with recommen:lations from another College, may 
be admitted into the class for which, upon examination, 
he may be found qualified, without the additional! pecu- 
niary consideration just mentioned; and this considera- 
tion may also be remitted to those who have privately 
prepared to enter an advanced class, but whose circum- 
stances, in the opinion of the Faculty, are necessitous. 

Students fur a partial course, may be received into any 
class they may choose to enter, and may pursue the stu- 
dies of the class, in whole or in part, by paying the reg- 
ular fees for tuition. 

There will also be a tax on all students of two dollars 
per term for the use of the Library, and three dollars per 
term for room rent to those who lodge in the College 
buildings. The expense of warming and cleansing the 
recitation rooms will be equally divided among the stu. 
dents. Fuel will be furnished at $1.25 per cord; board- 
ing in the College at $1.50 per week; lodging at 25 cts. 
er weck; and washing at 25 cents. Boarding and 

odging may be obtained in the neighbourhood at $1.00 
to $1.25 per week, and in the village at $1.25 to $2.00. 
The whole yearly expense of a student, exclusive of va- 
cations, and of books and clothing may vary from 100 to 
150 dollars, according to his choice of residence and 
mode of living. 

The requisitesfor admission, are—a good moral char- 
acter; an ability to read, translate and parse Salust, Vir- 
gil, Odes of* Horace, Cicero’s select Orations, Greek 
Testament, and Jacob’s Greek Reader, or Grzca Mino- 
ra, and to write correct Latin—also a knowledge of A- 
rithmetick, English Grammar, and the Elements of Ge- 
ography. 

The Meadville Academy, which is in a flourishing 
condition, will always afford a good opportunity for stu- 
dents to prepare for College. 

‘The course of study and instruction proposed by the 
Faculty and sanctioned by the Trustees, is exhibited in 
the follewing scheme; subject, however, to such altera- 
tions as experience and the advancement of science 
may suggest. | 






Fresuman YEaR. 
With the President. 
Review Latin and Greek Grammar. 
Latin—Cicero de officiis, Horace, Latin Prosody. 
Greek--Xenophon’s Anabasis, Homer’s Ilias, Greck 
Hebrew—Professor Stewart’s works. [Exercises. 
With the Professor of Mathematics. 
Algebra (Bonnycastle). 
Geometry plain and solid (Playfair’s Euclid.) 
Geography (Woodbridge’s Large. ) 
With the Professor of Natural Philosuphy& Chemistry. 
Natural Philosophy (a popular course. ) 
SopHomone YEAR, 
With the President. 
Latin—Cicero de Oratore, Horace. 
Greek—Xenophen, Homer. 
Hebrew— 
lledge’s Logic. 
With the Professor of Mathematics. 
Algebra (Higher), 
Application of Algebra to Geometry. 
Logarithms. Plane Trigonometry. 
Surveying (Gummere). Ancient Geography. 
History—Ancient and Modern. 
With the Professor of Natural Philosophyé¢ Chemistry. 
Chemistry of imponderables—Electricity,Galvanism, 
Magnetism. 
Natural Philosuphy— Mechanics, Hydrostatics and 
Hydraulics, Pneumatics, Optics, Perspective, 
Acoustics. 


a 


Junror Year. | 


With the President. 
Latin—Livy, Juvenal. 


{OcroBEeR 








_ Greek—Col. Gr. Majora, Longinus on the sublime. 
Hebrew— . 
Locke’s Essay. 

Paley’s Moral Philosophy. 

With the Professor of Mathematicks. 

Spherical Geometry and Trigonometry. 

Conic sections. Fluxions. 

Mensuration. Navigation, 

Prospective Geography, Use of Globes, Construc- 
tion of Maps, Charts, &c. 

Rhetorick (Blair’s Lectures). 

With the Professor of Natural Philosophy&? Chemistry. 

Chemistry of Inorganic Matter. 
Astronomy. 
Senior YEAR. 
With the President. 
Grotius de Veritate. Greek Testament. 
Stewart on the mind. Reed on do. 
With the Professor of Mathematicks. 
Review Mathematicks. 
Rhetorick (Campbell’s Philosophy and Kiames El- 
ements of Criticism. ) 

With the Professor of Natural Philosophy&$ Chemistry. 

Vegetable Chemistry. 
Physiology vegetable and animal. 
Zoology — 
Composition, Declamation, and Forensic Debate, 


throughout the course. 


Lectures will be given on all subjects, where they can 
be made profitable. 

The discipline of the College will unite strictness with 
mildness, and approximate as nearly as practicable to 
the parental. The President and Professor of Mathe- 
maticks, will occupy the wings of the College, and will 
exercise a constant superintendence of the habits and 
studies of the youth. 

The location and excellence of the College buildings, 
the character of the Library, and Chemical and Philo- 
sophical apparatus, the arrangement for the cabinet cf 
Natural Philosophy, the heslth and society of the vil- 
laye, the cheapness of living, and the course of study 
and instruction, together with the constant care and un. 
remitting exertion of the Faculty, offer inducements 
which cannot but authorize the hope that many parents 
will select this as the place of education for their chil- 
dren, and produce a confidence in the Trustees, that 
any reasonable expectations in parents, as to the pro- 
gress of their children in useful knowledge, will not 
terminate in disappointment. 

Signed by order of the Board, 
HENRY SHIPPEN, President. 

T. Atpen, Sec’y. Board. 


PITTSBURG IN 1786, 


Written by Mr. Brackenridge, afterwards one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and pub- 
lished in the Pittsburg Gazette, on the 26th July, 1786. 
This article was written to encourage migration to this 
place, which was ¢hen as little known to the inhabitants 
of the sea-board, as Franklin in Missouri, or Galena in 
Illinois,are now. We trust, that this description, will 
not be uninteresting to our readers; it contains much 
matter, which will doubtless be new to many of the res- 
idents of our thriving city. 

Forty-three years have elapsed, since this was a 
graphic and accurate description of our town; how dif- 
ferent is it now! what a change has time produced. 

Pitisburg Gaz. 


From Brackenridge’s ‘Gazette Publications.’ 
~ Jt was in the spring of the year 1781, that leaving the 
city of Philadelphia I cressed the Allegheny mountain, 
and took my residence in the town of Pittsburgh: 


“If town it might be call’d, that town was none, 
‘Distinguishable by house or street——— 
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But in fact a few old buildings, under the walls of a gar- 
rison, which stood at the junction of two rivers. Nev- 
ertheless it appeared to me as what would one day be a 
town of note, and in the mean time might be pushed 
forward by the usual means that raise such places, Two 
or three years had elapsed, and some progress had been 
made in improvement, when a Gazette was established 
at this place for the western country, and ene of my ear- 
liest contributions was the following, intended to give 
some reputation to the town, with a view to induce em- 
igration to this particularspot; whether it centributed in 
any degree to this object, do not know,nor is it materi- 
al. It will serve to give some idea of what the town was 


at an early period,and the state of society at that time, 
July 26, 1786. 


ON THE SITUATION OF THE TOWN OF PITTSBURG, AND 
THE STATE OF SOCIETY AT THAT PLACE. 

The Allegheny River running from the north-east, 
and the Monongahela from the south-west, meet at the 
angle of about 33 degrees, and form the Ohio. This is 
said to signify, in some of the Indian languages, bloody; 
so that the Obio River may be translated the River of 
Blood. The French have called it La Belle Riviere, 
that is, the Beautiful or Fair River, but this is not intend- 
ed by them :s having any relation to the name Ohio. 

It may have received the name ef Ohio about the be- 
ginning of the present century, when the Six Nations 
made war upon their fellow savages in these territories 
and subjected several tribes. 


The word Monongahela is said to signify, in some of 


the Indian languages the Falling-in-Banks, that is, the | 


stream uf the Falling-in, or Mouldering Banks. 

At the distance of about four or five hundred yards 
from the head of the Ohio is a small island, lying to the 
north-west side of the river, at the distance of about 70 
yards fromthe shore. It is covered with wood, and at 
the lowest part, is a lofty hill famous for the number of 
wild turkies which inhabit it. The island is not mere 
in length than one quarter of a mile, and in breadth a- 
bout 100 yards. A small space on the upper end is 
cleared and overgrown with grass. ‘Ihe savages had 
cleared it during the late war, a party of them attached 
to the United States having placed their wigwams and 
raised corn there. The Ohio, at the distance of about 
one mile from its source, winds round the lower end of 
the island and disappears. J call the confluence of the 
Allegheny and Mononguhela the source of the Ohio. 

It is pleasant to‘observe the conflict of these two wa- 
ters where they meet: when of an equal height the con- 
test is equal, and a small rippling appears from the 
point of land at their junction to the distance of about 
five hundred yards. When the Allegheny is master, as 
the term is, the current keeps its course a great way in- 
to the Monongahela, before it is overcome, and falls into 
the bed of the Ohio. ‘The Menonguhela in like man- 
ner having the mastery, bears away the Allegheny and 
with its muddy waters discolours the chrystal current of 
that river... This happens frequently, inasmuch as these 
two rivers, coming from different climates of the coun- 
try, are seldom swoln at the same time. The flood of 
the Allegheny rises perhaps the highest. I have ob- 
served it to have been at least 30 feet above the level, 
by the impression of the ice on the branches of trees 
which overhang the river, and had been cut at the 
breaking up of the winter, when the snow and frost mel- 
ting towards the north-east throw themselves down with 
amazing rapidity and violence in a mighty deluge. The 
current of the Allegheny is in general more rapid than 
that of the Monongahela, and though not broader or of 
greater depth, yet, from this circumstance throws for- 
ward a greater quantity of water in the same space of 
time. In this river,at the distance of about one mile above 
the town of Pittsburg is a beautiful little island, which, 
if there are river gods and nymphs, they may be suppo- 
sed to haunt. At the upperend of the island and to- 
wards the western shore is a small ripple, as it is called, 
where the water, bubbling as if it sprung from the peb- 


bles of a foyntain, gives-vivacity and an air of cheerful- 
ness to the scene. ; 

The fish cf the Allegheny are harder and firmer than 
| those of the Monongahela or Ohio, owing, as is suppe- 
| sed, to the greater coldness and purity of the water.— 

The fish in general of those rivers are good. ‘They are, 
| the pike, weighing frequently 15 or 20 pounds, the 
| perch much larger than any J have ever seen in the bay 
| . : . . 
| of Chesapeake, which is the on'y tide from whence I 
have ever seen perch; there is also the sturgeon and 
many more kinds of fish. 

It isa high amusement to those who are fond of fish- 
ing, to angle in those waters, more especially at the 
time of a gentle flood, when the frequent nibbles of the 
large and small fishes entertain the expectation, and 
somet'mes gratify it by a bite; and when those of the 
larger size are taken, it is necessary to play them a con- 
siderable time before it can be judged safe to draw them 
in. J have seen a canoe half loaded in a morning by 


will see in a spring evening the banks of the rivers lined 





some of those most expert inthe employment; but you 
with men fishing at intervals from one another. ‘this, 
with the streams gently gliding, the woods, at a dis- 

tance, green, and the shaduws lengthening towards the 
| town, forms a delightful scene. Fond of the water, I 

have been sometimes highly pleased in going with a se- 
lect party, in a small barge, up or down tife rivers, and 
landing at a cool spring, to enjoy the vercant turf, a- 
midst the shady bowers of ash-wood, sugar-tree or oak, 
planted by the hand of nature, not of art. 

It may be said by some who will read this description 
| which | have given, or may be about to give, that it is 
| minute and useless, inasmuch as they are observations 
| of things well known. But let it be considered that it 
| is not intended for the people of this country, but for 
| those at a distance, who may not yet be acquainted 
with the natural situation of the town of Pittsburg, or 
| having heard of it, may wish to be more particularly in- 
| formed. Who knows what families of fortune it may in- 
| duce to emigrate to this p!ace? 

There is a rock known by the name of M’Kee’srock, 
| at the distance of about three miles below the head of 
| the Ohio. It is an end of a promontory, where the riv- 
| er bends to the N. W. and where, by the rushing of the 
floods, the earth has been cut away during several ages; 
| so that now the huge overhanging rocks appear, hol- 
| lowed beneath, so as to form a dome of majesty and 

grandeur, near one hundred feet inheight. Here are 
the namés of French and British officers engraved, who 
in the former times, in parties of pleasure, had visited 
this place. The town of Pittsburg, at the head of the 
Ohio, is scarcely visible from hence, by means of an in- 
tervening Island, the lower end of which is nearly op- 
posite the rocks. Just belaw them at the bending of 
the river is a deep eddy water, which has been sound- 
ed by aline of thirty fathoms, and no bottem found. A- 
bove them is a beautiful extent of bottom, containing 
five ur six hundfed acres, and the ground rising to the 
inland country with an easy ascent, so as to form an ex- 
tensive landscape. As you ascend the river from these 
rocks to the town of Pittsburg, you pass by on your 
right hand the mouth ofa brook known by the name of 
the Saw-mill run. This empties itself about half a mile 
below the town, and is overlooked by a building on its 
banks, on the point of a hill which fronts the east, and 
is first struck by the beam of the rising sun. At asmall 
distance from its mouth is a saw-mill, about 20 perches 
below the situation of an old mill built by the British, 
the remains of some parts of which are yet seen. 


At the head of the Ohiostands the town of Pittsburg, 
on an angular piece of ground, the-two rivers forming 
the two sides of the angle. Just at the point, stood, 
when I first came to this country, a tree, leaning against 
which | have often overlooked the wave, or committing 
my garments to its shade have bathed in the transparent 

i tide. How have I regretted its undeseryed fate when 


i the early winter’s flood, tore it from the roots and left 
the bank bare. 





278 


ee 


On this point stood the eld French fort known by the 
mame of Fort Du Quesne, which was eVacuated and 
blowa up by the French in the campaign of the British 
ander Gen. Forbes. The appearance of the ditch and 
mound, with the salient angles and bastions still re- 
mains, so as to prevent that perfect level of the ground 
which otherwise would exist. It has been long over- 
grown with the finest verdure, and depastured on by 
cattle; but since the town Nas been laid out it has been 
enclosed, and buildings are erected. 

Just above these works is the present garrison, built 
by Gen. Stanwix, and is said to lrave cost the crown of 
Britain £60,000. Be that as it may, it has been a work 
of great laborand ef little use—for, situated on a plain, 
#t is commanded by heights and rising grounds on eve- 
ry side, and some at less than the distance of a mile.— 
The fortification is regular, constructed acccrding to the 
rules of art, and about three years ago, put into good 
vepair by Gen. Irwin who commanded at this post. It 
has the advantage of an excellent magazine, built of 
atone; but the time is come, and it is hoped will vot 
again return, when the use of this garrison is at an end. 
‘There is a line of posts below it on the Ohio river, to 
the distance of three hundred miles. The savages come 
to this place, for trade, not for war; and any future con- 
test that we may have with them, will be on the heads 
of the more northern rivers that fall into the Mississippi. 

The bank of the Allegheny river, on the north-west 
side of the town of Pittsburg, is planted with an orchard 
of apple trees, with some pear trees intermixed. These 
Were brought, it is said, and planted by a British officer 
who commanded at this place early on the first occupa- 
tion of it by the crown of England. He has deserved 
the thanks of those who have since enjoyed it, as the 
fruit is excellent,and the trees bear in abundance every 
year. Near the garrison on the Allegheny bank, were 
formerly what were called the king’s and artillery gar- 
dens, delightful spots, cultivated highly to usefulness 
and pleasure, the soil favoring the growth of plants and 
flowers, equal with any on the globe. Over this ground 
the ancientderbs and plants springing up underneath the 
fuot, it is delightful still to walk, covered with the er- 
chard shade. 

On the margin of this river once stood a row of hou- 
ses, elegant and neat, and not unworthy of the Europe- 
an taste, but have been swept away in the course of 
time, some for the purpose of forming an opening to 
the river from the garrison, that the artillery might in- 
commode the enemy approaching and deprived of shel- 
ter; some torn away by the fury of the rising river, in- 
dignant of too neara pressure onitsbanks. These 
buildings were the receptacles of the ancient Indian 
trade, which, coming from the westward, centred in this 
quarter: but of these buildings, like decayed monu- 
ments of grandeur, no trate remains, Those who, 20 
years ago, saw them flourish, can only say, here they 
stood. / 

From the verdant walk on the margin of this beautiful 
river, you have a view of an island about a mile above, 
round which the river tWines with a resplendent bright- 
ness; gliding on the eastern bank, it would wish to keep 
a straight direction, once supposed to be its course: but 
thrown beneath, it modestly submits and falls towards 
the town. When the poet comes with his enchanting 
song to pour his magic numbers on this scene, this Iit- 
tle island may aspire to live with those in the gean 
sea, where the song of Homer drew the image of delight, 
or where the Cam er Isis embracing in their bosoms 
gems like these, are sung by Milton, father of the mod- 
ern bards. . 

On the west side of the Allegheny river, and opposite 
the orchard, is alevel of three thousand acres, reserved 
by the state to be laid out in lots for the purpose of a 
town: A small stream at right angles to the river pas- 
ses through it. On this ground it is supposed a town 
may stand; but on all hands it is excluded from the praise 
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river, where the present town is placed; yet it is a most 
delightful grove of oak, cherry and walnut trees: but we 
return and take a view of the Monongabela on the 
southern side of the town. 

This bank is closely set with buildings for the dis- 
tance of near half a mile, and behind this range the 
town chicfly lies, falling back on the plains between the 
two rivers. Tothe eastward is Grant’s hill, a beautiful 
rising ground, discovering marks of ancient cultivation; 
the forest having long ago withdrawn, and shown the 
head and brow beset with green and flowers. From this 
hilltwo chrystal fountains issue, which in the heat of 
summer continue with a limpid current to refresh the 
taste. It is pleasant to celebrate a festival on the sum- 
mit of this ground. In the year 1781 a bower had been 
erected, covered with green shtubs. The sons and 
daughters of the day assembling, joined in the festivity, 
viewing the rivers at a distance, and listening to the mu- 
sic of the military on the plain beneath them. When 
the moonlight rising frem the east, had suftened into 
grey, the prospect, a lofty pile of wood enflamed, with 
pyramidal rising, illdminated both the rivers and the 
town, which far around reflected brightness. Approach- 
ing in the appearance of a river god, a swain begirt 
with weeds natural to these streams, and crowned with 
leaves of the sugar tree, hailed us, and gave propheti¢ 
hints of the grandeur of our future empire. His words 
I remember not, but it seemed to me for a moment, that 
the mystic agency of deities well known in Greece and 
Rome, -was not a fable; but that powers unseen haunt 
the woods and rivers, who take part in the affairs of 
mortals, and are pleased with the celebration of events 
that spring from great achievements and from virtue. 

This is the hill, and from whence it takes its name, 
where in the war which terminated in the year 1763.—+ 
Grant advancing with about 800 Caledonians or High~- 
land Scotch troops, beat a reveille a little after sunrise 
to the French garrison, wlio, accompanied with a num- 
ber of savages, sallied out and flankirig him unseen from 
the bottom on the left and right then covered with 
wood, ascended the hill, tomahawked and cut his troops 
to pieces, and made Grant himself prisoner. Bones and 
weapons are yet found on the hill, the bones white with 
the weather; the weapons covered with rust. 

On the summit of this hill is a mound of earth, sappc- 
sed to be a catacomb or ancient burying place of the 
savages. There can be no doubt of this, as on the open- 
ing some of the like tumuli or hills of earth, bones are 
found. In places where stones are plenty,these mounds’ 
are raised of stones, and skeletons are found in them.— 
To the north-east of Grant’s hill, there is one still high- 
er at the distance of about a quarter of a mile, which is 
called the Quarry hill, from the excellent stone quarry 
that has been opened in it. From this hill there is an 
easy descent the whole way to the town, and an excel- 
lent smooth road, so that the stones can be easily pro- 
cured to erect any building at Pittsburg. From the 
Quarry-hill you have a view of four or five miles of the 
Allegheny river, along which lies a fine bottom, and in 
high culfivation, with different inclosures and farm-hou- 
ses; the river winding through the whole prospect. 

This hill would seem to stand as that whereona strong 
redoubt might be placed. to command the commerce 
of the Allegheny river, while directly opposite on the 
Monongahela side, te the south-east stands a hill of the 
same height and appearance, known by the name of 
Ayre’s hill, so called from a British engineer of that 
name, who gave his opinivn in favour of this ground as 
that whereon the fort ought to be constructed, as being 
the highest ground, and which must command the riv- 
ers, and the plain with the inferior rising grounds on 
which the town is built. This hill Kas been cultivated: 
on the summit by a Highland regiment; who built upon 
it, though the buildings are now gone, and the brow cf 
the hill is still covered with woed. 

From Ayre’s hill issue several fountains, falling chiefly 


of being a situation so cenvenicnt as on the side of the | towards the north, into a small brook, which increasing, 
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encircles the foot of the hill, and takes its course thro’ } Warm Springs in Virginia, a place pent up between the 
several beautiful little meads into the Monongahela riv- | hills where the sun pours its beams concentrated as ina 


er. On this brook, before it takes its turn to the Monon- 
gahela, in a delightful little valley, and in the neighbor- 
hood of some plum trees, the natives of the country, 
was the ancient residence of a certain Anthony ‘Thomp- 


son, the vestiges af whose habitation still remain; an ex- | 


tent of ground cleared by him lies to the north, accus- 
tomed to Jong cultivation, and now thrown out a com- 
mon The best brick may be made from this ground, 
the fine ijoam and sand of which the soil consists, and 
the water just at hand, highly favoring this object. 

As you ascend from this valley, through which a main 
leading road passes from the country, you see the Mo- 
nongahela, and approaching Grant’s hill on the right, 
you have the point of view from whence the town is 
seen to the best advantage. It is hid from you until by 
the winding of the road you begin to turn the point of 
the hill; you then see house by house on the Mononga- 
hela side opening to your view, until you are in front of 
the main town, ‘in a direct line to the confluence of the 
rivers. Then the buildings on the Allegheny show 
themselves with the plain extending to the right, which 
had been concealed. You have in the mean time a view 
of the rising grounds beyond the rivers, crowned with 
lofty woods. Iwas once greatly struck in a summer 
morning, viewing from this ground the early vapor ri- 
sing from the river. It hung midway between the foot 
and summit of the hill, so that the green above, had the 
appearance of an island in the clouds. 

It may be here observed, that at the junction of these 


burning glass, and not a breath of air stirs; where the 
eye can wander scarcely half a furlong, while here we 
have the breezes ef the river, coming from the Mississip- 
piand the ocean; the gales that fan the woods, and are 
sent from the refreshing lakes to the northward; in the 
| meantime the prospect of extensive hills and dales, 
whence the fragrant air brings odours of a thoysand 
flowers and plants, or of the corn and grain of husband- 
men, upon its balmy wings. Here we have the town 
and country together. How pleasant is it in a summer 
evening, to walk out upon these grounds; the smooth 
green surface of the earth, and the woodland shade scft- 
ening the late fervid beams of the sun; how pleasant by 
a chrystal fountain is a tea party under one of those 
hills, with the rivers and the plains beneath. 

Nor is the winter season enjoyed with less festivity 
than in more populous and cultivated towns. The buil- 
dings warm; fuel abundant, consisting of the finest coal 
from the neighbouring hills, or ef ash, hickory or oak, 
brought down in rafts by the rivers. In the mean time 
the climate is less severe at this place than on the other 
sile of the mountain, lying deep in the besom of the 
wood; sheltered on the north east, by the bending of 
the Allegheny heights, and on the south west, warmed 
by the tepid winds from the hay of Mexico, and the 
great southern ocean. 

In the fall of the year and during the winter season, 
there is usually a great concourse of strangers at this 
place, from the different states, about to descend the 


two rivers until eight o’clock of summer mornings, a! river to the westward, or to make excursions into the 
light fog is usually incumbent: but it is of a salutary na- | uninhabited and adjeining country. These, with the 
ture, inasmuch as it consists of vapor not exhaled from | inhabitants of the town spend the evening in parties at 


stagnant water, but which the sun of the preceding day 
had extracted from trees and flowers, and in the even- 
ing had sent back in dew, so that rising with a second 
sun in fog, and becoming of aromatic quality, it is expe- 
rienced to be healthful. © 

The\town of Pittsburg, as at present built, stands 
chiefly on what is called the third bank; that is the third 
rising of the ground above the Allegheny water, For 
there is the first bank, which confines the river at the 
present time; and about three hundred feet removed is 
a second, like the falling ofa garden; then a third, at 
the distance of about three hundred yards; and lastly, a 
fourth bank, all of easy inclination, and parallel with the 
Allegheny river. ‘These banks would seem in succes- 
sive periods to have been the margin of the river which 

dually has changed its course, and has been thrown 
Son one descent to another, to the present bed where 
it lies. ‘In digging wells the kind of stones are found 
which we observe in the Allegheny current, worn 
smooth by the attrition of the water. Shells also inter- 
mixed with these are thrownout. Nature therefore, or 
the river, seems to have formed the bed of this town as 
a garden with level walks, and fallings of the ground. 
Hence the advantage of descending gardens on these 
banks, which art elsewhere endeavors, with the greatest 
industry to form. Nor is the soil less happy than the 
situation. The mould is light and rich. The finest gar- 
dens in the known world may be formed here. 

The town consists at present of about an hundred 
dwelling houses, with buildings appurtenant. More are 
daily added, and for some time past it has improved 
with an equal but continual pace. The inhabitants, chil- 
dren, men and women, are about fifteen hundred; this 
number doubling almost every year from the accession 
of people from abroad,and from those born in the town. 
As I pass along, I may remark that this new country is 
in general highly prolific; whether it is that the vegeta- 
ble air, if Imay so express it, constantly perfumed with 
aromatic flavor, and impregnated with salts drawn from 
the fresh soil, is more favorable to the production of men 
and other animals than decayed grounds. 

‘There is not a more delightful spot under heaven to 
spend any of the summer months than at this place. I 
am astonished that there should be such repairing to the 


| the different houses, or at public balls, where they are 
| surprised to find an elegant assembly of ladies, not to be 
surpassed in beauty and accomplishments perhaps by a- 
ny en the continent. a 
It must appear like enchantments to a stranger, who 
after travelling an hundred miles from the settlements, 
across a dreary mountain, and through the adjoining 
| country, where in many places the spurs of the moun- 
| tain still continue, and cultivation does not always show 
itself, to see, all at once, and almost on the verge of the 
inhabited globe, a town with smoking chimneys, halls 
lighted up with splendor, ladies and gentlemen assem- 
bled, various music, and the mazes of the dance. He 
may suppose it to be the effect of- magic, or that he is 
come into a new world where there is all the refinement 
of the former, and more benevolence of heart. 


For the present situation of Prrrssure, contrasted 


with the preceding, see our present volume page 223. 
Ep. Ree. 





BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 
MAJOR GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE. 
{From the Casket.] 
( Continued from page 233._) 

In the commencement of this memoir, it is said that 
Isaac Wayne, the father of the American General, was 
a “man of great industry and enterprise” which was the 
fact. To agriculture, on’a very extensive scale, he ad- 
ded a tan factory, perhaps, in its day, the largest in the 
state of Pennsylvania; this, together with the farm on 
which it was erected, descended, in 1774, to his son, 
the subject of this memoir; however, neither the father 
nor son were professional tanners. 

From the following memorandum in one of the Gene- 
ral’s legers, it would appear that if he had actually been 
a tanner, and no mechanical profession is more henoura- 
ble, and had he personally pursued his business during 
the revolutionary war, he would not, in all probability, 
have sustained the pecuniary loss which it records. 

‘*Mr. Shannon bas sunk for me since the beginning of 
January, 1776, until he went away, upwards of two thou- 
sand four hundred pounds in stock, exclusive of the in- 
terest for near eight years. Nor-do I believe that he 
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made much for himself, although he has certainly inju- 
red me to the full amount of three thousand six hundred 
pounds, counting only the principal and interest; had 
he managed my stock in trade to that advantage which 
others have done in the course of the late war, L ought 
to have, at a moderate computation, seven thousand 
pounds in stock, in place of nothing.” 

March, 1784. ANTHONY WAYNE. 
While the British army was reposing in ease at New 
York, the officers occasionally amuse themselves with | 
writing comedies, interludes, and farces—and them- | 
selves were the persone dramatis. ‘‘Among others, | 
they got up an interlude, in which Washington was re- | 
presented as a surveyor, Greene asa gua-smith, Wayne | 
as a tanner, and other American officers in different me- 
chanical professions—all of whom were exbibited on the 
stage, in dresses, and with instruments suited to their 
respective occupations; for instance,-- Washington car- 
rying a surveyor’s jacob staff of huge size, accompanied 
by a negro man, groaning under the weight of a com- 
pass, and dragging a chain more resembling one used by 
bullocks than asurveyor; Greene with a hammer, an 
unwieldy old gun and broken lock in hand; Wayne 
with a large currying knife, and a leather apron buckled 

round his neck, and extending down to his feet. 
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their minds was such as would, probably produce a gen- 
eral resignation, I felt every sensation that could possibly 
take place in the breast of one interested, in the fate of 
this country. 

1 saw the train of evils which would inevitably follow; 
I dreaded the dissolution of a line upon which the fate 
of America ina great deZree depended. I looked for- 
ward to another campaign; | reviewed this army, in the 
state to which it would be reduced by the middle of 
January, when the mass of the people which now com- 
pose it would return to their respective homes, except- 
ing those engaged for the war, among whom few, very 
few of the Pennsylvanians would remain; having no pei- 
sonal or local attachments to detain them after the disso- 
lution of a corps of officers under whom they had often, 
very often, fought and bled, and consequently loved and 
esteemed. But when, in idea, I saw your Excellency 
at the head of a small and debilitated corps, obliged to 
give way before a puissant and desolating army, experi- 
encing the most poignant distress at the devastation 
which you could not prevent—these considerations 
gave a sensation which the nicest feelings and truest 
friendship only know the force of. 

The agitation in which you must have seen me; the 
indefatigable pains I took to divert the gentlemen from 


This interlude was too good a thing to be lost; it was, | their purpose; my own, and the joint letters of Gen. Ir- 
therefore, as reported, carried across the Atlantic by a | vine to you, independently of the enclosed to the field 
British Sergeant, who himself had probably been one of | officers, must have convinced your Exceliency that nei- 
the persone dramatis in America. At the instance of | ther Gen. Irvine nor myself, at this alurming crisis, re- 
this son of Mars the interiude was got up in England, | mained unconcerned, idle, torpid spectators. Yet there 
under the auspices of the manager of a strolling compa- | have not been wanting invidious incendiaries, capable of 





ny, with additions, amendments, new scenery, decora~| 
tions, &c. ; 

On one of the nights of its being performed, and just 
as the curtain was dropping to close this ludicrous 
scene, amidst the plaudits of the spectators, an Ameri- 
can tar inthe gallery vociferated, ‘honor to my country, 
disgrace to old England for suffering their hides to be 
dressed, and their heads broken by American tanners and | 
gun-smiths.”” This piece of well-timed humour bore off 
the palm of applause from the interlude, and “consigned 
it to the tomb of the Capulets.” If Major Andre's | 
rhymes be yet remaining in the museum, with the per-_ 
mission of Mr. Peale, General Wayne’s autographical 
prose report of the successful attack on Stony Point will 
also be placed in that repository of interesting exhibi- 
tions. 

There were few, if any one of the officersin the A- 
merican army, more valued than the accomplished and 
gallant William M‘Pherson; yet rank in the ¢stimation 
of the sentimental soldier is the immediate jewel of his 
soul, and even the most remote cause which, in his opin- | 
ion, can affect it, is viewed with great jealousy; and 
this, unfortunately, was the case when Mr. M‘Pherson, | 
who held the rank of Brevet-Major, was honored witha 
command in the corps of Infantry, and in that part of it | 
which had been drawn from the Pennsylvania line. 

The field officers of the line, under a conviction that | 
this appointment was an infringement of the military | 
rights of those who were fully commissioned Majors, not 
only remonstrated against the measure, but ultimately 
resolved to resign their commissions, unless immediate | 
redress should be granted. 

For a full and satisfactory answer to the complaint of 
the field officers, the reader is referred to a letter of 
Gen. Washingtop, which appears in Rogers’ ‘‘Remem 
brances,” wherein will also be found a brief and hand- 
some sketch of the life of Major Wm. M‘Pherson. 

The occurrence above mentioned, gave rise to the 
following correspondence between the Commander-in- 
chief and Gen. Wayne: 

Camp, Liberty Pole, 3d Sept. 1781. 

Dear Sir,-When I was first informed of the discon- 
tent which pervaded the field officers of the Pennsylva- 
nia line, on account of the appointment of Major M‘- 
Pherson to a command in the Light Infantry, it gave me 
much pain; but when I discovered the effect it had on 


| 
; 
| 
| 


insinuating, as | am intormed, even to some of your Ex- 


| cellency’s family, that from being disappointed of a com 


mand that I was fond of, I had, in place of preventing a 
most fatal disaster, endeavored to lay a train which,in its 
consequences, might have precipitated this country into 
ruin. 

1 do not know which most to pity, the weakness of 
the head or detest the badness of the heart of that man, 
who knowing me, could be capable of sporting so base 
a declaration. 

A conduct of the nature imputed to me is suited te 
those only whose condition in domestic life cannot be 
worsted by any change of fortune; this is not my situa- 
tion; I have, with your Excellency and others, every 
inducement to wish for a happy and speedy termination 
of this contest. I now anxiously wait for, and will with 
avidity seize the first moment when I can, with safety to 
my country, return to domestic life; a life that Lam fond 


_ of, and in which I shall disregard envy, and escape 


those invidious insinuations which, I have ground to be- 
lieve, have in other quartersand on other occasions been 
lately practised with too much success. 

You will have the goodness to pardon this intrusion, & 
attribute it to the feelings of a soldier, jealous, very 
jealous, of his honor, and who experiences some allevi- 
ation in communicating them to his General and his 
friend; which is all the relief that circumstances will ad- 
mit of, until time and fortune will be so kind as to un- 
mask the caitiff who, in the dark, and by the basest in- 
uendos, has dared to stab at the character of 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 
And affectionate humble servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
Tappan, 12th August, 1780. 
6 o’cleck, P. M. 

Gentlemen—-Let us entreat you by the sacred ties of 
honour, friendship, and patriotism, well te consider the 
measure recommended by us last evening, and however 
your feelings may be wounded, reflect that <ges yet to 
come may owe their happiness or misery to the decision 
of this hour. Your own fate is so involved with that of 
your country’s, that the same cause which affects the 
one will operate on the other. 

For God’s sake, be yourselves, and, asa band of broth- 
ers, rise superior to every injury, whether real or imagi- 
nary, at least for this campaign, which will probably 


sated 
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produce a conviction tothe world that America owes her | on him, and in which General Wayne did most cheerful- 
freedom to the temporary sacrifice which you now make. | ly acquiesce. In fact, it would appear that General 


You will also reflect that this is a favour solicited by 
men who would bleed to death, drop by drep, to de- 
fend your honour, as soon as they would do for that of 

Your very affectionate humble servants, 
(Signed) ANTHONY WAYNE, 
WILLIAM IRVINE. 

To the field officers of 
the Pennsylvaria line. $ | 
N. B. At all events do not come to a final decision, 
should it be contrary to this request, before 7 o’clock in | 
the merning, when we may have something to offer that 
may meet your approbation. , 

Head- Quarters, Sept. 6th, 1780. | 

Dear Sir—I have received your letter of the 5d, and 
return you my warmest thanks for your professions of | 
friendship. These are the more pleasing as 1 am con- | 
vinced they are founded In the strictest sincerity, and I 
hope it is needless fur me to tell'you at this time, that | 
an equal regard for you prevails ou my part. 1 amcon- | 
cerned, however, that you should have given yourself | 
the trouble of writing me on the subject of your letter. 
1 did not want any assurances or any proofs upon the | 
point, because I entertain no idea that you encouraged 
the unhappy measure to which you allude, and which 
1 wish to be buried in oblivion. Your former assu- 
rances, your anxiety to which 1 was a witness, the inte- 
resting part you tock to compromise and settle the 
matter, were sufficient to remove any belief of the sort. 

1 do not know with certainty the person to whom you 
allude, as haying attempted to injure you, but from | 
what I have heard, and not without much pain, it is 
probable I could conjecture who it is. If | am not mis- 
taken with respect to the person I mean, L can with the 
greatest truth assure you that he never mentioned a 
syllable to me in his life injurious to you in the least 
possible degree, nor have | any reason to beleve that 
he ever did to any gentleman of my family. 

‘The bare report of a coolness which is said to subsist 
betweeh you and the gentleman I have in view, has 
given me great concern, because 1 have a warm friend- 
ship fur both, and consider harmony essential to our in- 
terest. There is nothing, if he is the person, which 
would give me more pleasure than to hear that you 
were in perfect amity again. 

Let it be the case; let all differences subside; the 
situation of our affairs never required it more, and in 
the emphatical terms of your and General Irvine’s let- 
ter, of which you enclosed « copy—‘**Let us all be as a 
band of brothers, and rise superior to every injury, 
whether real or imaginary,” and persevere in the ardu- 
ous, but glorious struggle in which we are engaged, 
till peace and independence are secured to our country. 
Lam certain you will do it, and L will only add thatlam, | 
with the most perfect esteem, your friend and obedient | 
servant, GEO. WASHINGTON. 

General Warne. 

Whatever unpleasant feelings General Wayne may 
have experienced on the subject of his address to the 
Commander-in-chief, they must have been of short du- 
ration. Indeed, it is probable that the reports which 
he heard had been so much exaggerated that, on closer 
inquiry, they ceased to give him any concern; however 
this might be, one thing is certain, that friendship alone 
is discoverable in his correspondence, bot!r in and out 
of the army, during the remainder of the campaign of 
1780. 

Scafcely a doubt was entertained that General Wayne 
would have been re-»ppdinted to the command of the | 
Light Infantry, had the army admitted of such a corps, 
previously to the arrival of the Marquis de Lafayette | 
from France. This great and distinguished friend of | 
the United States, whom every American did then, as 
he does now, delight to honour, was appointed to that — 
command, it being the greatest military compliment | 
which the Commander-in-chief could possibly bestow 
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William Irvine, being in command of the second Penn- 
sylvania brigade, would of itself have reconciled Gene- 
ral Wayne to that of the first; notwithstanding it might, 
in some measure, have been wounding to the feelings 
of honourable ambition to resume a command subordi- 
nate to the one which he had executed for a length of 
time, that of conducting the Pennsylvania line of the 
army, and subsequently to that, the handsomest and 
most honourable command in the army, viz: the corps 
of Infantry. Between Generals Wayne and Irvine there 
had long existed a remarkably strong attachment, which 
commenced previously to the war and only closed with 
their lives. The correspondence between those two 
officers was unreserved, free, and interesting, nearly the 
whole of which is missing; a circumstance which is 
much regretted by their friends. 

These two gallant men bore a strong resemblance to 
each other, and when mounted on horseback, the one 
could, with difficulty, be distinguished from the other, 
even at a short distance. Their ancestors had fought 


| side by side, as officers under King William, at the cele- 


brated battle of the Boyne, as their descendants subse- 
quently did on this side of the Atlantic in a-similar 
cause, and in the same line of the continental army, 
and what added greatly to their honour, they shared 
largely of the confidence and esteem of the illustrious 
Washington, who indulged them on every proper occa- 


_casion with the privilege of acting as an independent 
| corps, the command as senior officer devolving on Gene- 


ral Wayne. ‘Thus, so far as circumstances and military 


etiquette would admit, General Wayne was still in 


command of the Pennsylvania line, with which he was, 
before the close of the campaign, fully vested; in con- 
sequence of that very excellent officer and worthy 
man, Major General St. Clair, having been appointed 
to the superintendence of the left wing of the army. 

In Rogers’ Remembrancer of American heroes, sages, 
&c. will be found an interesting memoir of the late bri- 
gadier General William lrvine, to which the reader is 
1eferred. 

The Marquis de Layfayette, who, in January, 1779, 
returned to France for the purpose of offering his ser- 
vices to his King, sti'l retained his early zeal in behalf 
of the American cause, and exerted every means it his’ 
power to induce his court to send effectual aid to the 
United States. In this he most happily succeeded, and 
as no prospects equally congenial with his feelings ap- 
peared on the European continent, he returned to 
America, and about the middle of May, 1780, commu 
nicated to the Commander-in-chief and Congress, the 
pleasing intelligence that a French fleet, with a power- 
ful detachment of land furees, might be speedily ex: 
pected on the coast. " ! 

This joyful news roused the nation from its lethargy. 


| Congress, and the executives of the different states, es- 


pecially the incstimable Governor of Pennsylvania, ex- 
erted themselves to make such arrangements as thé eri- 
sis demanded, and the patriotic merchants of Philadel- 
phia proceeded to the establishment of a bank, with a 


| capital of about £315,000, to be paid in specie, if re- 


quired; the object of which was to supply the army 
with provisions, &c. 

The stockholders were to derive no advantage from 
the establishment; their credit and money were to be 
advanced for the benefit of the continental army; they 
asked nothing more than that Congress should pledge 
the faith of the nation for a redemption of the costs and 
charges of the institution in a reasonable time. These 


| stipulations were entered into, and the bank speedily 


went into operation, and was productive of very happy 
effects. In addition to this, thé ladies of Philadelphia 


' most nobly and patriotically subscribed large donations 


for the immediate relief of the suffering soldiers, which 

example was extensively followed. Yet those, with 

other sources of relief, fell far short of their objects, 
(To be continued ) 
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; EXPORTS : a a a. 
FROM THE AKTICLES. ae uant itie. | Value. 
PORT OP PHILADELPHIA, one - a elie sme 
For the 2d Quarter of 1829. Musical Instrnments, - ” | 270 
| Propucke anp Manuractu RE OF THE U.Srares. vs — and Mips, . = . | | 
oo LES. es —— ines: aper, - - - - gov 
| ARTICL Quantities Value. Paints, . ‘ , “s | 934 
j j - ak j Vine r - - ~ “ 999 
dried I - . tls 9 gar, 3 
Pickled F eh ‘ ; ae 1 nee ? $2,066 Earthen and Stone Ware, - o 275 
wet - kegs) ” §8§| 3966 | Glass Ware, - a | 7,584} 
z Pewterand Lead, - “ 171) 
iS ‘m ¢€ » . Lk) 9 2 69 ae 
ae on ‘ ‘ aL | a oa, Manufactures of Marble, — - “| 224 “ 
Sperm Candles, - : ibs. 24,588 6,252 Manu. of Gold and Silver, - “ | 192 
Staves and Heading, - M. of.) 239 ame 1 iN, 7 “a id 145) 
Shingles, - . - MM. of. 71C} 10,486 a ee F , . | geet 
Boards and Plank, - M. feet. 1765 each tel 7 ) ee 196 | 
ee Laeeee, - - 7 1,187 | U canhasiiaaa d Flax a | 1036 
Oak Bark, - - value. 34,606 ee re oe a | aoe 
All other manufactured wood, value. 5,339 P ’ aoe 
Tar and Pitch, - - bris. 1633 : All other manufactured Mdze. [es 
Rosin and Turpentine, - brs. 810 ¢ 2,908 . rom oneigg gs I - . | oe 
Skins and Furs, - value. 797 |. ae sree, = a | = 6,08% 
Ginseng, - : lbs. 36,850 | 17.684 | lotal amount of Exports of Produce}; ——-—— 
Beef, : bris 542 ' and Manufacture of the U. States, \712,764 
’ , — a 
‘Tallow, - . . Ibs. 69,725¢ RA O08 | eee al a lait ssesieadiiakaeante 
ae } ’ . soe 24 ae > Produce and Manufactur € of F oreign Countries: 
‘Butter, - ‘ . 28. 24,00. L r. m 
Cheese, Ibs.; $9,202§) ‘ 681 . REE— ARTICLES. ~ Value. 
iPork, bris.| 1,849 it paneer Sie melanie 585 
Hams, Ibs.) 63,811 47,679 Spelter, ‘ _ : | $85 
Lard, lbs. 158,906 § Brimstone, . - - : 12 20) 
'Horses, - No.of 2 950 | Hides, - - - | 30,440) 
‘Flour, - . bris.| 26,539 |178,673 | Dye Wood, - . . ees 
Indian Corn, - bush. 22,022 10,704 | Mahogany, . 2947 
“ Meal, - brs.) 14,489 |-32,863 | Specie, - | 100,850) 
Rye ** brls| 3,756 | 13,270 | | ————| 
‘Rye, Oats, &c. - - value. | 189 | Total value of-Free Articles, - eet 
|Biscuit and Ship Bread, bris.| 2,446 2 oS <a 
” do kegs.| 2,233 § | 9,089 = = ” SS 
\Potatoes, - - - bush. 155 115 Srtcieic ARTicces. 
Rice . - . tes} 1,447 | 26,008 | = —— 
\Cotton, : tbs 79.683 7 aa ARIICLES. | Quantities. Value. 
: : hhds. BT aaa reer eenepe em nnnenrerenenen ennintien 
mace i a = 99 i 4 oy | Madeira Wine, gals 243°) | 
|Furniturc, ; -  valuc | 10,011 oer i : gals es OS $8198) 
‘Coaches, - 7 . water | 1,337 | C aret, in cases, gals 
\Hats, - value | 18.304 ze casks, — gals 11,551 J 
ISaddlery. . - at > alate 3'909 Spirits, from Gra‘, gals. 715 429 
Beer <a Ale. kc. gals. 128); ** other than Grain, gals.. 3499 2378 
Ye: eer ee do: oe ( Tea, Hyson and Y. Hyson, Ibs.| 33,6049), 
| ae, Seer! OT) ee es 97.015 ¢ |9 22999 
‘Spirits from Grain, - -  gals.| 14 493 § _ Imperial and all other, Ibs, 27,015 
ce fe ibs.| 10,374 Coffee, Ibs. 1164496 | 80.609 
aa 7 cs ” ’ ~ or o« 
Boots, . - - ps. of. 547 >| 15,169 Gocoa, Ibs. are 4232 
Shoes, A a - ps. of, 9,653 9| Brown Sugar, Ibs ere 15,141 
"Tallow Candles, - Ibs | 56,037 2 | ,5 wee a ae — | 
‘Sop, Ibs.|536,844 § | 49798 Pigs, os. 1238 108 
iSnuif i - se 737 2| Raisins, in boxes, lbs. 975 
Tr aii Ibs.| 36,349 § 2,130 Tallow Candles, Ibs. 3689 625 
\Linseed Oil, gals.) 7099! . 22, | SOAP» Ibs. 1846 130 
|Spitits Turpentine gals.| 2,28: 2§ 1,355 ; Salt Peter, lbs | 17,123 1284) : 
Nails : Ibs.| 16,412 | 1.389 | Ca>sias Ibs.| 55.625 | 9539) . 
\Iron and Steel, - value 2819 Duck, sq. yds. | a76 51%) 
Spi rits from Molasses, gals, 2,134 }|° 952 eee Ibs. 172,392 14,834) 
|Gunpowder, ; Ibs.}207,556 | 34,470 | NGiBoe ibs.) 1500. | 1800) 
\Copper 3 value | 3.133 | Cotton, Ibs.| 28,678 2695 | 
lett >. aa « 10-723 White Lead, Ibs.| 7160 828) 
'Printed Cottons, ° 5.076 Pig Lead, Ibs.| 72,922 2916) 
Ww hite do “ 19.637 | Cordage, Ibs.| 57,057 3719 
i > ‘ . 9 
| Twist Yarn, = 300 a Ibs. 640 300} 
\All other Manuf *d. C oltons, as 9,125 Muskets, ws No. 0 s 420 1417) 
Bugs, : : “ | 655 Nails and Spike tron, Ibs.| 43,256 925) 
clothing . « | 26.577 Sheet and Hoop ‘* Ibs.} 4520 519 
cde « | “4.976 | Bar Rolled os cwt.! 43,000 431 
et "46 Books of all kinds, Ibs. 215 300) 
Umbrellas, - . . 24 | 2,662 Cigars, M. 158 1865 
Leathe rMorocco Skins, o ) 3,619 |... ar ‘eee : 
Printing acut ives “ | 4 Total value of Specified Articles. | 188515 
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Ad Valorem Articles. | PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 

——— errr er || COM. Twerev—1 feel persuaded that the citizens gene- 
| ARTICLES. Value. | rally, on the waters arthe Susquehanna river, eal 
7 es ee 41¢ | Dut teela deep interest in the improvements now pro- 
Worsted Hose * , ; wae gressing on that river; the favourable result attending a 
Worsted Stuf, ; : . 350 | final completion of the Susquehanna Division of the 
Colored Satenon : : 30875 Pennsylvania Canal, from Northumberland to the mouth 
White Cottons . 7 , 9307 of the Juniata, the introduction of the water into that 
IGetton a vis a . 1646 | division which has taken place; the rapid advancement, 
rates Yarn i 7 7 1655 | and ere long the final comp!etion of the Shamokin Dam 
iteoieenen: Ae . : 14037 and Schute, all important appendages to the line of ca- 
“All athead Siateicabneiad Giitbinm, . | 85 | nal, and with the Eastern division of the Pennsylvania 
iSilks aaa ae : : 62072 Canal commencing at the termination of the former, at 
Pe ees i : 9148 the Juniata, and now in successful operation to Middle- 
. .. MH Other pinces, ’ | «**° | town, at which place the Western division of the U- 
\Cloths, not exceeding 100 cts. s 42% | nion canal commences, and with that canal and the 
aA ES : 250 cts. r 803 | Schuylkill Navigation Company, affording an uninter- 
‘Clothing, . - . eee | rupted water communication tothe city of Philadelphia; 
Linens, r = : 22136 | 9 distance of about 220 miles. At once offering to the 
All other Manufactured Flax, . 410 | citizens a cheap, easy, safe and expeditious thorough 
‘Osnaburgs, i" : | 1588 | fre to a market for the products of the country, and es- 
|Russia Sheeting, ; 7 4694 | pecially for the more ponderous products in that of the 
Side Arms, % , " rand | lron and Coal, of which the country bordering on their 
All manufactures of Tron and Steel, - 472 | waters will yield inexhaustible quantities. This desira- 
= BS a : vain | ble object can however only be effected by the exten- 
; ~~ | sion and final completion of the canal on the North and 
Earthen and stone Ware, - . pho | West branches of the Susquehanna. The forwardness 
All manufactured Gold and Silver, - oe | of the works on those two branches are happily fast 
Laces, other than Coach, : 5266 | progressing to completion, so far as they have been 

Black lead Pencils, ‘ . _ 69 | sanctioned by acts of Assembly. 
Quicksilver, — > , 28595 | That the West Branch as far as Muncy hill, a distance 
|\Unenumerated goods, at 124 per cent. 10089 | of about 25 miles is in favorable progression, and no 
. a 15 per coms. 57049 | doubt would have been finally completed the present 
20 per cent. | fall, the want of funds on the part of the Commonwealth 
Total value of Ad Valorem a:ticles $259832 | only prevented. The contractors on these public works 

a at ’ < 


| have been seriously aflected the past season, owing to 
| the circumstance of the failure on the part of the Com- 
| monwealth to provide the necessary funds in support of 
| the work, cannot be denied and the result has beena 
as artial suspensicn and inconvenience. The Board of 

WHERE SHIPPED TO.| pestle | EOS” | Total. | Canal Commissioners, at their Inst meeting. atime 
— : sent month afier a laborious session in which, was pre- 


Value of Domestic and Foreign Articles Exported to 
each Country. 


























as eae . ~47 | sented tothem many important considerations, effectin 
eee ee eos ag oo | deeply the interest of the canaling and rail-road eystem 
Seateh: West tadlies. 70,023, 32,801] 102,824 | have expressed the fullest confidence in the wisdom, 
Holland 10,906 100,067] 110,973 | Justice, and liberality of the legislature, and they feel as- 
England 67,573| 30,104] 97,677 sured that ample funds will be provided at the earliest 
British East Indies, 12,339 9886] 22,295 | possible moment to meet the engagements of the State 
British American Colonies} 29,532! 99,552 | on these iimportant works. ‘That the present eflicient 
The Hanse Towns, 5259| 25,685} 30,944 | board of canal commissioners have not been unmindful 
Fr. ports on the Atlantic, 9629| 41,0941 50,723 of the interests of the Commonweakh in prosecuting 
da. Mediterranean 4656) 1676 6,332 | those public works to completion, as far as in them lie, 
Hayti, 49,233! 6349] 55,582 | they have recommended to the acting commissioners 
Cuba 179,251' 69,256} 248,507 and superintendents 0 presecute their works upon 
Gibraltar 11,344, 25,978| 37,322 | their respective lines without intermission, and that they 
Mexican % rts,” 13,623) 62,382 70,005 continue to make the veual monthly estimates until the 
Colombian Port-, 75,303 4214| 79,517 ‘first Tuesday in December next, (the constitutional 
Guatemalian Ports, 8698 3466] 17,164, term for the meeting of the Legislature,) that in the ab- 
Buenos Ayres, 95.799 3973] 29.702 sence of funds the respective commissioners and super- 
Renatle 69.370 10,3711 79,741 _intendents are directed to give to each contractor, or 
Maderia 16.991 935 17,226 | Person entitled to receive payment, a cert ficate of the 
China, 38,486 159,105} 197,591 | amount due such person, which certificate shall be sign- 


\ed by the acting commissioner or superintendent and 
we ventas tersigned by the clerk on the respective division 
, 7 91,642|1304,406 | Soumersignee P vision. 
2 a ee Lee lhe question being so cften asked, does the certificate 
bear interest? permit me here to remark, that inas- 

















RECAPITULATION. much, in my humble opinion, it was not a subject spe- 

re cially within the province of the board of canal commis- 

. siohers ipuls ey have wisely left that stayed 

Total value of American Produce,........-.-. $712,764 | ee ate, they aks poe a ae a os 
se “ Free Articles, $143,297 ae, “a ' co ee aoe rn aa 7 ree — a - 

a “ Specific Articles, 188,513 0 > 7 = ee = 1e ae a eae lat in 
s6 “ Advalorem Articles, 259,832 591,642 1eir wisdom they would.determine in favor of the con- 

' en | tractors, and that those who had become possessed of 

Total value of Exports, $1,304,406 | these certificates by the sweat of the brow, that interest 








- | should be paid, nay it is but justice that imperiously re- 


° ‘ “ae quires it. ; ; 
Sam 8% Philadelphia Price Current. _ ft would perhaps not be improper for me while IT am 








upon this subject to remark, to the contractors holding 
certificates, that inasmuch as they are issued expressly 
by the direction of the representation of the common- 
wealth, and that every possible obligation exists on the 
part of the state, to redeem promptly those certificates. 
To such, then, who are now, and may become hereafter 
possessed of those certificates, that it would i!ly com- 


port with good policy, that those evidences of debt | mately secured to the public. 


should be permitted to become matters of speculation, 


with the money speculator, the contractor parting with | 


his certificate for a less consideration, save that of the 
ordinary banking premium of discount; would in my 
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entirely changed. Thus, often an honest and industrious 


_ mechanic, with mistaken ideas, is saved from the loss of 


humble opinion do away, in part, that just and patriotic | 


motive which would induce the Legislature to favor the 
interests of the deserving class of our fellow-citizens, 
who have toiled on the public works of the Common- 
wealth, and to them alone, isthe protecting care of the 
Legislature prayed for in the present case. 

It will at all times give me pleasure to afford to 
contractors on this line of canal, such facilities in 
furtherance of their works as my power will admit. 

JOHN RYON, Jr. 


the 


time and money, while the ingenious inventor is en- 
couraged and assisted by the countenance and concur- 
rent opinions of those more experienced than himself, 
and thereby enabled to reap the reward of his exertions, 
at the same time that an important improvement is ulti- 


The Board of Managers also beg leave to announce 
that the vacancy in the Professorship of Mechanics and 
Natural Philosophy, occasioned by the resignation of 
Dr. T. P. Jones, has been filled by the election to that 
office of Walter R. Johnson, A. M. 

The lectures for the season will commence on the 


| second Monday in November, and it is hoped that the 


the | 


Superintendent of the Susqueh. &? W. Branch Div. | 


CAaNnaL Orrice, MILTON, 


October 21, 1829. State’s Adv. 
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The 23d Quarterly Report of the Managers of the | 


Franky Instrrete of the State of Pennsylvania, 

for the promotion of the Mechanic Arts. 

The Board of Managers, in obedience to the 3d sec- 
tion of the 10th article of the constitution, make report 
of their proceedings since the last quarterly meeting of 
the Institute. ; 

The principal objects which have engaged the atten- 
tion of the board during the preceding quarter, are the 
experiments “to ascertain the value of wateras a moving 
power, and the relative effects produced by it on water 
wheels of different constructions,” and the monthly 
meetings for the discussion of scientific questions, upon 
the plan adopted at the quarterly meeting in April last. 

The committee appointed to carry into effect the 
views of the board on the subject of water power, have 
continued to be actively engaged in the prosecution of 
the undertaking, and by their zealous and praiseworthy 
perseverance, have succeeded in collecting about $2000 
to defray the expenses. 

Vhe house for the accommodation of the apparatus 
for making the experiments, situated at the corner of 
Ninth and Vine streets, is completed. Four millwrights 
are now at work, and it is confidently expected that the 
committe will be able to present to the Institute the 
result of their labours at the next annual meeting. An 
additional subscription is considered necessary to enable 
the Committee to complete the experiments, which it 
is hoped the members of the Institute will voluntarily 
contribute to an object of so much utility. 

‘The monthly meetings have been regularly held, and 
the subjects proposed have been discussed in that liber- 
al and amicable spirit which ought always to character- 
ize the search aftertruth. It is believed that something 
has already been done to forward the great work of im- 
provement, for the promotion of which this association 
was formed. 

A more general attendance of the members is desira- 
ble, and weuld tend to increase the interest already 
excited at these meetings, and render them still more 
useful. 

' The Committee on Inventions have diligently attend- 
ed to the objects submitted to their inspection, which 
have been more numerous than formerly. The utility 
of this Committee is beginning to be generally felt and 
acknowledged by inventors, and they are frequently 


members of the Institute will evince by their attend- 
ance, that interest in them which thé variety and utility 
of the subjects to be treated of would seem naturally to 
excite. 

The Board have always viewed the lectures of the In- 
stitute, as one of its most useful auxiliaries in the diffu- 
sion of practica! and scientific instruction through the 
community, and also as one of the most effectual means 
of increasing the prosperity of the institution, and there- 
fore respectfully ask the members of the Institute to aid 
and assist by their exertions, in extending the sphere of 
their usefulness. 

The Board announce also that Mr. S. C. Walker has 
resigned the office of Teacher of the Mathematical 
School of the Institute, which he has conducted in a 
creditable and satisfactory manner. The vacancy thus 
created, has been filled by the appointment of Levi 
Fletcher, A. M. a gentleman already known to the In- 
stitute as their first teacher of Mathematics, from which 
sttuation he was compelled to withdraw, in consequence 
of ill health. 

From the additional experience Mr. F. has acquired 
in the practical applications of the science of Mathe- 


_matics, by being employed several years on boar one 


of our ships of war, the board feel every confidence in 
his ability to communicate instruction in that depart- 
ment. The school will be opened the 27th inst. 

The Drawing School will be opened at the same time, 


| under the direction of the former teachers, Mr. H. Brid- 


port and Mr. G. Strickland. The Board recommend 
strongly to the members these evening schools, as of 
very great importance to the rising generation, connect- 
ed as they are with the privilege of attendance on the 
lectures. An opportunity is thus offered of acquiring 
useful knowledge, at a much cheaper rate than it can 
be obtained in any other manner, and at the same time 
of keeping the youths who attend, away from the haunts 
of idleness, immorality and vice, and nourishing in them, 
at an early period of life, a taste for the solid pleasures 
which the studies of the arts and sciences must always 


| afford. 


The quarterly report of the treasurer is herewith pre- 
sented, from which it will be discovered that the gene- 
ral funds of the Institute are very limited, owing to the 
tardiness of many of the members in the payment 
of their dues. The Board take this opportunity of 
urging punctuality as the only means by which this asso- 
ciation can be rendered beneficial to its members and 
the public. The funds appropriated to meet the cur- 


| rent expenses are at present considerably deficient of 


put in possession of facts and principles in relation to | 


their supposed inventions, of which they were previous- 
ly ignorant, and by which their views and pursuits arc 


the amount due by the Institute, and as the expendi- 
tures have been limited by the Board to the least possi- 
ble sum to keep them within the receipts, they have 
been compelled to pestpone the execution of several 
important designs for want of means. If each individual 


member would use a moderate exertion for the interest 
of the society, it would be enabled not only to liquidate 
every debt, but would also have ample means to carry 
all the views of the Board into effect. 

The sinking fund derives from the rents of the build- 
ing, and from other sources, an income sufficient to 
pay the interest on the Loan, and leave an annual sur- 
















































PROCEEDINGS 


plus, which will in a few years reduce the debt to a very 
taoderate sum. 

A numher of valuable additions were made to the Li- 
brary and Cabinet of Models and Minerals during the 
Jast quarter. ‘The Board are happy in being able to 
state that the Hall of the Institute is becoming more and 
more attracting to the public. ‘(he number of models 
ef machines recently deposited, and the valuable collec- 
tions of minerals, books and periodicals now belonging 
to the Institute, are very interesting td strangers, as well 
as citizens. The rooms are open every day, Sunday ex- 
cepted, and may be resorted to with profit and satisfac- 
tion, the actuary being constantly in attendance, using 
every exertion in his power to gratify the curiosity of 
visitors. Respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS FLETCHER, Chairman, P. T. 

W. Wm. Hamirron, Actuary. 

Hall of the Franklin Institute, Oct. 15, 1829. 





ENGINE AND HOSE COMPANIES. 


{ send. you for publication, a correct list of the forty- 
tour Fire Companies in the City and adjoining districts. 
Twenty-eight Companies are located in the city and li- 
mits, all of them, with the exception of one Engine and 
three Hose Companies, are Members of the Fire Asso- 
ciation. Two Companies in Frankford are also Mem- 
bers of the Association, making forty-two Companies at 
present composing that flourishing Institution. A. B. 

[Daily Chronicle. 
ENGINE COMPANIES. 


Assistance, Good Intent, Philadelphia, 
Columbia, Good Will, Reliance, 
Delaware, Hand-in-Hand, Relief, 
Diligent, Harmony, Resolution, 
Fairmount, Hibernia, Southwark, 
Federal, Hope, United States, 
Franklin, Humane, Vigilant, 
¥riendship, Northern Liberty, Washington, 
Globe, Pennsylvania, Weccacoe. 
HOSE COMPANIES. 
America, Humane, Pheenix, 
Columbia, Neptune, Resolution, 
Diligent, Niagara, Southwark, 
Fame, Northern Liberty, United States, | 
Good Intent, Perseverance, Washington. 
Hope, Philadelphia, 


Amounts appropriated by the City Councils, to the 
Fire Companies, Sept. 1829. 


Engine Companies. Hose Companies. 

















Assistance, - $173 | America, ° $ 57 
Columbia, - 173 | Columbia, . 201 
Delaware, . - 173 | Diligent, - - S&F 
Diligent, ° ° 217 | Fame, - - 201 
Good Will, - - 170] Good Intent, - 201 
Hand-in-Hand, - 137 | Hope, 201 
Harmony, ° - 164] Neptune, . 201 
Hibernia, 166 | Perseverance, 201 
Hope, 140 | Philadelphia, 227 
Pennsylvariia, 227 | Phenix, 227 
Philadelphia, 227 | Resolution, 201 
Reliance, 173 | Southwark, 20 
Resolution, 155 | Washington, — 
Vigilant, 173 | 
Washington, 155 $2377 
| 2623 
$2623 
, $500 





Amounts appropriated by the Commissioners of the 


—— 


OF COUNCILS. 


Friendship, do ‘ : ‘ 15 





5 

Northern Liberty Hose, 215 

| United States, do : ; j ‘ 215 
Humane, do 215 

$1,600 





PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Tuunspay, Oct. 22. 

At a meting of the councils held this evening, the fol- 
lowing standing and joint committees were appointed: 

Ways and Means—Messrs. Thompson, Kittera, Miller, 
Graff, S. P. Wetherill, Keyser. 

Accounts—Walmsley, Hart, Kneass, Boyd, Cuthbert, 
| Read. 
| Paving—Johnson, Donaldson, Gerhard, Massey,Read, 
| Thompson, Worrell, Neff. 
| Markets—Price, Lippincott, Baker, Neff, Horn, Wor- 
| rell, 
Fire Companies—Keyser, Price, Kneass, Kittera, Read, 
| Boyd. 

Library—Troth, Rawle, Duane, Boyd. 

Franklin Square—Worrell, Cuthbert, Hart, Roberts. 
| _ Logan and Penn Squares—Kittera, Hale, Horn, Lip- 
| pincott. 
| Washington and Rittenhouse Squares—Miller, Horn, 
_Johnson, Walmsley. 
| State House and Independence Squares—Kittera, Du- 
jane, Graff, Rawle. 
| Drawbridge Lot-—Jones, Roberts, Thompson, Worrell. 
| Lombard st. Lots—Johnson, Baker, Worrell, Miller. 

Chesnut and Mulberry street Wharves—S. P. Weth- 
| erill, Massey, Neff, Boyd. 
| Will’s Legacy—Kead, Thompson, Donaldson, J. P. 
| Wetherill. 
| M:. Horn presented the following paper: 
| “Mr. Raggi, who has been employed by the late Tho- 
| mas Jefferson in various works for the University of Vir- 
| ginia, has the honor to propose to the select and com- 
| mon councils of the city of Philadelphia, several designs 
| for a monument to be erected in the centre of Washing- 
ton square, in memory of General Washington.” 
| Referred to the committee on Washington square. 
Mr. Johnson presented a petition for paving Barley 
| street, running from Tenth to Eleventh, between Pine 
}and Lombard. Referred to paving committee, with 
| power to act. 
| Messrs. Roberts, Jones, Cuthbert, and Boyd, were 
‘appointed a committee to distribute wood to the neces- 
| sitous poor. 
| On motion of Mr. Johnson, the following was adopted: 
' Resolved, by the select and common councils, that 

the city commissioners be, and they are hereby, di- 
rected to withdraw the appeals entered on behalf of 
‘the city, in the suit brought by Elisha Parker, Philip 
Mingle, Levi Hopper, Samuel Linton, N. Shultz, John 
Bray, Frederick Albright, Thomas Elton, Geo. Nagle, 
James Ireland, Andrew Gilmore, Jonathan Dixey, Jef- 
ferson Johnson, Eli Newman, Samuel Bafry and John 
B. Cornean, against the mayor, aldermen and citizens 
of Philadelphia. 

And that the said city commissioners be, and they 

are hereby required to pay the above named petitioners 
| the amount of their respective judgments with costs. 
| On motion of Mr. Johnson, the committee on mar- 
kets were requested to enquire into the expediency of 
securing the fish market from fire. —Phil. Gaz. 





Mr. Stokes of this city, has discovered on his land, six 
| miles from the city, and one and a half from the canal, a 


Northern Liberties, to the Hose and Engine Companies | species of Marble, called bird’s eye: its color isa dark 


in the District, October, 1829. 
Northern Liberty, Engine. . 


United States, do 
Humane, do 
Federal, do 





| grey, variegated with white shelly rings or curls, and 


$215 | points of deep jet, it bears a fine polish, cuts smoothly, 
215 | and is well adapted for ornamental purposes. Mr. Stokes 
195 | has some quarriers at work already, and has got outa 
75 | slab of large size, 


Pittsburg paper. 
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RECORDS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Abstract of the state records at Harrisburg, made by 
Thomas Sergeant, Esq. when Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, and by him presented to the Historical Com- 
mittee of the American Philosophical Society, Nov. 3, 
1819.—1748 to 1758. 
Continued from page 237. 

Nov. 25, 1753. Answer of Governor Hamilton to the 
¥arl of Holderness, (published p.236) requesting infor- | 
mation as to the bounds of the British Empire on this | 
continent. 

Feb. 13, 1754. Money sent by the Lords of Trade 
from his Majesty, for presents to the Indians. —Let- | 
ter from Governor Dinwiddie, Williamsburg, Jan’y 29, 
1754. “he Gentleman (Mr. Washington) whom we | 
sent express to the Ohioreturned. ‘The French had | 
taken post’on a branch of that river and built a fort | 
there, with cannon and had in readiness materials for | 
other posts, particularly for one at Logstown, the place | 
they meant for their chief residence. He made com- 
plaint to the commander, of the violence offered his 





RECORDS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 








[OcTouER 





plies for military service, as the Earl of Holderness for- 
bids their going out cf their undoubted limits and they 
ought not to fix them; nor has the Governor explained 
them; nor has Virginia, nor Maryland, nor New Jersey 
agreed to raise forces. Answer of Governor, very se- 
vere upon them. 

March 12. Evidence sent to the house that Venango 
and Logstown where the French Forts are built are in 


| the province of Pennsylvania. 


March 9, 1754. House said they were not—satisfied 
as to the limits, 2d. They would not actas principal, but 
wait the Assembly of Virginia—and adjourned March 9 


, to the 6th May. 


Two letters by express from Virginia. That the Le- 


| gislature had given £10,000 and proclamation issued to 


raise a regiment to rendezvous at Alexandria, head of 
Potomac, 20th of March. Gov. H. thereupon summon- 
ed the Legislature for 2d April. Williamsburg, March 
21, Gov. Dinwiddie says in answer to Gov. H.—“I am 
much misled by our surveyors, if the forks of the Mon- 
ongahela be within the bounds of Mr. Penn’s grant.” 
The following extract from a letter of Gov. Shirley 


majesty’s subjects. He answered “that the country be- | dated Boston, March 4, 1754, to Gov. Hamilton, contains 
longed to theni; that no Englishman had a right to trade | @ most full and sensible summary on the several matters 
upon those waters, and that he had orders to make ey- | Most interesting at this crisis. “It appears to me that 
ry person prisoner that attempted it.” ‘*The power of | the several patents granted by King James, the first to 
our enemies is far from being contemptible. They have | the two councils established at Plymouth and London 
engaged three Indian nations, the Chippaways, Otto- for planting colonies upon this continent, are the only 
ways and Onondacks to take up arms against the Eng- | Tule for the English Governors to judge of the limits of 


lish; and from the best information, Major Washington | 
Jearned that the French had tour posts on the Mississip- | 
pi, besides their own settlement al New Orleans, where 
they had 1400 men in garrison, By means of the Wa-| 
bash they have a communication between Canada énd | 
the Mississippi and some forts on the Ouabash to pro- 
tect it. Before they sent their troops into winter quar- 
ters last fali, they called the several tribes of Indians 
near the fort together and told them, that although they | 
were going into winter quarters, yet they would oe | 
them in the spring with a much more considerable ar-| 
matnent and they wouldtake possession of the Ohio; and | 
threatened them if they were not passive. He (Gov.D.) | 
had ordered out a detachment of militia and proposed 
to have what men he could raise at Wills’ creek on the | 
head of Potomac early in March, as the place of rendez- 
vous, suggesting that Pennsylvania should aid, and they | 
would march to the Ohio very early.” Answer from | 
the French officer, Fort on the river de Beeuf, Le Gard- 
eur de St. Pierre. The French army mostly returned | 
down the lakes in the winter, not being able to accom- | 
plish their designs on the Ohio, en account of the Indi- 
ans. Letter from Goy. Shirley, Boston, offering assis- 
tance. , 

Message of Governor to Assembly, Feb. 14. ‘‘Gen-| 
tlemen, French forts and French armies so near us, will | 
be everlasting goads in our sides; our inhabitants from 
thence will feel all the miseries and dreadful calamities, | 
that have been heretofore suffered by our neighbor col- 
onies. All those outrages, murders, rapines and cruel- 
ties to which those people have been exposed, are now 
going to be experienced by ourselves, unless a force be | 
immediately raised sufficient to repel these invaders.— | 
Hoping they would make provision early. That by let- 
ter from the Lords of Trade, of Sept. 18 last, he was in- 
formed “His majesty had ordered an interview with the 
Indians next summer at Albany with the six nations, and | 
a large present, recommending commissioners to be ap- 
pointed—that the Governor of New York had fixed on | 
the 13th or 14th of June next—all the provinces to be 
comprised in one treaty. 

Feb. 17, 1753. Dispute 2bout the money bill—Govy- 
ernor negatives it, and suggests another mode of raising 
money by striking bills and raising a fund to sink them 
in a few years. 

March 1. Governor’s answer to Report of the House 
on the money bill. 











the colonies under their respective governments con- 
cerning the extent of bis majesty’s territories upon this 
continent, except in cases where the original limits de- 
clared in those letters patent may be altered by treaty or 
other agreement, between the two crowns. Now these 
patents extend the English territories lying within the 
32d and 48th degree of northerly latitude, quite across 
this continent, viz. from the Atlantic ocean to the South 
sea; and I can’t find that those Eastern& Western limits 
have been abridged by any treaty: Acadia or NovaScotia 
hath indeed passed by several treaties between the two 
crowns at different times to & from the English& French 
but what the treaty of Utrecht which is the only one that 
makes the least mention ofthe limits between theEnglish 
French upon this continent, expresseth concerning that 
matter is contained in the 15th article by which the In- 
dians of the five nations are declared to be subject to the 
dominion of Great Britain, and it is stipulated that the 
English and French shall on both sides have, and enjoy 
full liberty of going and coming (viz. upon any part of 
the continent) on account of trade, also that all the In- 
dians, natives of the country, whether in subjection to 
the English or French, or friends to either, shall have 
the same liberty to resort as they please to the French or 
British colonies for promoting trade on the one side and 
the other but it was to be exactly and distinctly settled 
by Cemmissaries; which of the Indians are and which 
ought to be accounted the subjects and friends of Britain 
and France.” 

This hath not yet been done; but it is most evident the 
erecting of forts by the French upon the laKes and river 
behind the English colonies in order to exclude them 
from trading there with the Indians, and the taking 
away the effects of our traders, and making them pri- 
soners; all which Mons. Le Gardeur Desthiere has 
done, and declares in his answer to Gen. Dinwiddie, 
that he had orders from Mons. Du Quesne, the French 
Governor General of New France and the Louisiana, so 
to do, is doubtless an infraction of the treaty of Utrecht, 
and a violation of the peace of Aix-lh-Chapelle; at the 
time of making which, it was stipulated that neither 
crown should make any new settlement in any part of 
continent which is controverted between them, until the 
same shall be settled by commissioners; so that if there 
was room to entertain any doubt whether the branches 
ef the Ohio, upon which the French are erecting forts 
for these declared purposes, were within the limits of 





1829. j 


his majesty’s dominions, which I can’t think there is, | 
yet it seems clear that his governors of North America | 








have good right; and are bound in duty to his service | 
and faithfulness to the trust reposed in them for promo- 
ting the safety and welfare of his people under their | 
government, to use their utmost endeavours to remeve | 
them, as | cannot find that the French have any other | 
pretensions to that vast country which they claim on the 
back of the English colonies, between Canada and Mis- | 
sissippi, extending westward as far as the Pacific Ocean, 
than that it hath been more traversed by their courseurs | 
des Bois and hunters, than that it hath been by the En- | 

| 





glish. As to the immense fur trade which they would 
monopolize there, it is directly contrary to the treaty of 
Utrecht, as well as the rights of dominion they pretend 
to over the numerous tribes of Indians inhabiting it.-— 
And if the right to the soil was tegepend upon Indian | 
treaties, so far as I can learn, the right of the English to | 
that tract is better founded upon that footing than theirs. | 
But whatever doubt or obscurity there may be concern- 
ing his Majesty’s right of dominion over these territo- | 


ries, the scheme of the French, in circumscribing the | 
English colonies within the Apalachian mountains. | 
which they pretend to be the western boundary between | 
us and them, is evidently this, to monopolize the im- 
mense fur trade within that tract to themselves, to sub- 
ject all she Indians behind those mountains to their 
power, to establish a communication between Canada 
and their possessions upon the Mississippi by a chain of 
forts upon the lakes and rivers, in which they have al- 
ready made a most surprising progress, and by that 
means perpetually to harass our southern colonies, with 
incursions of the savages from behind the mountains.— 
All which must not only prove an effectual bar to the | 
extension of his Majesty’s southern colonies, and par- 
ticularly to the westward, but seems to threaten them 
with destruction in the end, especially considering the | 
infinite advantage which the French, who, from the na- 
ture of their government, can play all their engines at | 
once, and direct their whole force where and when 

they please, have over the English colonies in time of | 
war, which are very much governed by assemblies inde- 

pendent of each other, frequently disunited in their 

councils, some of them very remote from others, and all 

of them looking upon themselves to be concerned in’ 
the common cause in proportion to their nearness or 
remoteness from the present danger. And if the French | 
should prevail in the attempt to seduce the Indians of 
the six nations from their alliance with the English, and | 
gain them over to their interest, which I am afraid they 

are ina fair way of doing, there seems reason to appre- | 
hend that such an event may be nearer than is general- | 
ly imagined. ‘To obyiate the danger, the union of all | 
his Majesty’s colonies upon this continent, as recom- | 
mended in the Earl of Holdernesse’s letter, seems abso- , 
lutely necessary, and as there is to be an interview with | 
Indians of the Six Nations at Albany, in June next, to | 
which I suppose commissioners will be sent from the 
governments of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, the Massachusetts Bay and New Hampshire, and 
perhaps Connecticut, | would propose it for your ho- | 
nor’s consideration, whether this meeting of the com- | 
missioners from so many governments to treat with the 
Indians in concert with the Governor of New York, may | 
not yield the most favorable opportunity for beginning | 
such an union, in a most essential article, by jointly | 
agreeing upon such measures as may most effectually 

preserve and strengthen our alliance and friendship 

with these nations, for which purpose, the several com- 

missioners should have sufficient powers given them by 

their respective governments, as also to settle the quota 

of each government, either in men or money, for carry- 

ing what shall be agreed upon, into execution; whether 

that shall b¢ by erecting and maintaining one or more 

forts within such parts of the Mohawk country as the 

Indians themselves shall choose for the protection of it, 

with their squaws and papooses, against the incursions 


LAW CASE. 


a shorter adjournment. 


287 


of the French and Indians, in their alliance, at such 
times as shall be most acceptable to the Indians and 
conducive to his Majesty’s service. This is what I shall 


| recommend in a most pressing manner to the assembly 


within this government, which is to meet the 27th of 
this month, to do on their part; and I can’t but think it 
would have a most happy effect, if his Majesty’s several 
governors could prevail on their respective assemblies 
to join in so salutary and necessary a measure for the 
common cause.. Mr. ‘Trent has received a commission 
from the governor of Virginia, and with about seventy 
men are building a fort at the mouth of the Mononga- 
hela. ; 

April 3, 1754. Assembly meets—the Governor ac- 
quaints them with the vote of the Virginia legislature, 
and presses them for supplies; also to provide for com- 
missioners to Albany, and presents to the Indians there. 

Answer, April 12. Stating they had_ considered the 
message of the Governor, but after all their debates, we 
find that near one half the members are for various rea- 


| sons against granting any money to the King’s use at 
this time, and those who aresfor granting, differ so-wide- 


ly in their sentiments concerning the sum, that there 
seems no possibility of agreeing, except in such a sum 
as in the judgment of many is quite disproportionate; 
therefore, in order to consult their constituents, they in- 
clined to adjourn to the 13th May. ‘They approved of 
Mr. Penn and Mr. Peters, of council, and Mr. Morris 
and Mr. Franklin, of assembly, who had been nominated 


| by the Governor as commissioners to go to Albany, and 


promise to provide for that business. The Governor in 
reply, is surprised at their doing nothing —recommends 
Adjourned to 6th May. 


LAW CASE, 
An interesting case wss tried last week in the Dis- 


| trict Court of the city and county of Philadelphia, before 


Judge Hallowell, and a special jury, in which some prin- 
ciples were discussed and decided important to Banks 
and their customers, and indeed to commercial men gen- 
erally. 

The judge delivered it to the jury as his opinion, that 
a Bank who receivesa bill for collection in another state, 
or at a distance, and transmits itto another Bank for 
that purpose--is not responsible for the acts or omissions 
of the Bank to which it is transmitted, or any of its of- 
ficers; but that the transmitting bank does its duty by 


_ sending on the bill with proper instructions, by conduct- 


ing a correspondence with the distant banks in a proper 
manner without unnecessary delay; by communicating 
all material occurrences respecting it to the depositor 


_and by crediting him with the proceeds when paig or 


passed to its credit by the corresponding bank. 

That a Bank receving such a bill for collection, and 
omitting or neglecting in a reasonable time to write to 
its correspondent bank for information as to its fate, 
makes the bill its own--and must pay the depositor the 
amount; or, if it has been paid, cannot recover it back. 

That the distant Bank is responsible over to the trans- 
mitting bank—-if it suffers loss in consequence of their 
having omitted or neglected to give in a reasonable time 
information of their proceedings in relation to the bill, 
and of its ultimate fate. 

Whatever a Bank undertakes to do for a depositor, it 
must do with fidelity, diligence, and skill; the samc 
principle applies between banks éorresponding with 
and doing business with each other. 

That it is immaterial whether the drawer, or the per- 
son on whom the bill is drawn, be solvent or not at the 
time of its being drawn or presented, diligence, and due 
notice, are indispensible in all transactions of commercial 
affairs generally, and more especially in relation to bills 
of exchange and promissory notes. 

Some other points of minor importance occurred in 
the course of this trial, which were discussed by the 
cyuncil with ability, and decided by the judge. ‘here 
were avariety of matters of fact to be considered besidcs 
the questions of law. 








The arguments were conducted by Mr. Scott and Mr. 
Randall, for the plaintiff. 

And by Messrs. Vincent L. Bradford, Thomas Brad- 
ford, Jr. and Chauncey, for the defendants. | 

A verdict was rendered for the plaintiff, which ac- | 
corded with the principles laid down by the Judge.— 
Am. Daily Advertiser. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Pitrssure, October 2. 

Practical Demonstration. —On Wednesday evening, 
before sunset, a sinall keel boat, with seventy barrels of 
salt, towed by one small horse, arrived at Allegheffy- | 
town, from Freeport, which place she left that morning. 
To have conveyed this salt by land, would have requir- 
ed six wagons, with five horses anda driver each, and 
one day and a half travelling. 

Thus, on the Canal, one horse and two men have per- 
formed the work, in one-day, which, by a turnpike road, 
would have employed thirty horses and six men for one 
day and a half each. 


Pirtsnere, September 30. 

Successful Experiment.—Mr. R. Toland of Philadel- 
phia, forwarded to Middletown, by the Union Canal, 
tour wagon loads of Goods, to be froin thence transport- 
ed to Pittsburg by wagon: ‘These goods were received 
by Messrs. Riddle, Forsyth, &c. of this place, seventeen 
days after they were loaded in Philadelphia, being at 
least one day less than the time usuaily taken by wagons. 

‘The cost of transportation was 25 cts. per 100 pounds 
less, than was paid on goods, which were loaded at the 
same time in Philadelphia by wagons,—thus demonstrat- 
ing both the cheapness and celerity of canal transporta- 
tion. 





Sunnury, Oct. 19. 

‘the water has been running over the Shamokin dam 
fur a week past, without causing the slightest injury to 
the work. If the river continues at its present pitch for 
any length of time, the work cannot be completed 
so soon as was contemplated. The feeder to the ca- | 
nal (opposite the dam,) was considerably injured by | 
the high water undermining its foundation. The wa- 
ter is now let into the canal above the lock. The 
navigation will not be in the least retarded by this acci- 
dent. It is supposed that the water has passed Liver- 
pool before this time. 





Mr. C. Dingee, of this borough, has raised from one 
seed potatoe, one hundred and fifiy-two potatoes, of 
merchantable size, measuring near a half bushel, and 
weighing 31 pounds. Also, a radish measuring 35 inch 
es round, and weighing 15 lbs. 4 oz. 
tained from Mr. Abei, in the Neck near Philadelphia. 


The decease of Joun Henny Simter, a soldier of the 
Revolution, occurred in this city about ten days ago. In 
the year 1780 he enlisted in France as a private, and 
served asa Dragoon in Capt. Bart’s corps of the First 
Troop of Light Dragoons, Free Legion, under the com- 
mand of Col. Armand. He arrived at’ Boston, and pro- 
ceeded thence with his Troop to York town in Virginia, 
at which memorable siege he was present, and assisted 
in the capture of it by the united forces of America and 
France. -He was wonnded in the forehead and eye by a 
sabre, and retained the scar until his death. He remain- 
ed in the service until regularly discharged at Philadel- 
phia, although the greater part of his Troop was dis- 
clfarged immediately after the surrencer of Yorktown. 
On the termination of the war, he married and settled in 
Philadelphia, where he remained for about 15 years, In 
1793, he lost his wife by the yellow fever; he then mar- 
ried asecond time, and in 1797 removed to Philipsburg 
inGentre county, Pa. a perfect wilderness at the time. 
He built the first house in the place, where he resided 
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until he lost his second wife, in the year 1822.- In the 
year 1829 he again removed to Philadelphia, with his-on- 


ly son, where he lived until his death.— Sat. Bulletin. 





Lumper.—About eight million feet of lumber, at the 
lowest estimate, will be consumed the present season in 


_ this borough and vicinity, which has made it a scarce ar- 


ticle, and advanced its price two-fold. All the saw- 


| mills in the neighbourhood have been kept in full gear, 
| but the quantity they supply has not been adequate to 


the demand, large quantities having been brought from 
the Susquehanna and Philadelphia. 

Large tracts of well-timbered land abound in. the Cat- 
awissa Valley, along the Mahanoy, and in fact through- 
out almost every portion of this country, through which 
streams are winding, on whose courses numerous saw- 
mills can be erected at a trifling expense, and would a- 
bundantly reward those who feel disposed to embark 
in such undertakings. 

Insome of these vallies the soil is of an exeellent 
quality, and could be cultivated to great advantage. 

Miners Journal. 





A convention of the citizens from the southwestern 
counties, in Pennsylvama, was held at Brownsville, on 
the 18th September, for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the improvement of the Monongahela river, 
from the Virginia line to Pittsburg.— 72. 





The public are indebted to our fellow citizen Nichol- 


| as Biddle, Esq. President of the United States Bank,for 


the new stairway to Iris Island, at the Falls of Niagara, 
who was lately on a visit to the Falls, and learning that 
the spiral stairway on the British side had been built 
by the subscriptions of certain citizens of Boston, and 
perceiving the increased interest which would be added 
to the scenery by making the base of Iris Island accessi- 
ble, generously proposed to one of the proprietors of 
the Island, to commence the construction of this stair- 
way, and draw on him for the expense.— Bulletin, 





Brarrsvitie, Indiana County.—By thé Blairsville Re- 
corder we learn, that in September, 1827,-this thriving 
village contained 501 inhabitants; it now contains 1023, 
being an increase in two years, of more than one hun- 
Within that time, four brick houses of 

A Presbyterian Meeting house, Methodist Meeting- 
house, an Episcopal Church, and a Catholic Chapel.— 
Ground has also been purchased fer a German Lutheran 
Church. There are in the village, forty-seven brick, 

_ seventy-two frame, forty-seven log, and four stone hous- 
es, besides several brick buildings now under way. 





2 new Market for Schuylkill Coal.—Last week some 
of our coal merchants shipped off several boat loads of 
coal for the Womelsdorf and Lebanon, Pa. markets.-— 
They proceed to Reading, and there take the Union ca- 

nal for their place of destination. This looks like ‘‘ca: - 
rying coal to New-Castle.”— Miners Journal. 





A new Post Office has been established at Starrucca, 
Wayen county, of which David Spoor, Esq. is appointed 
Postmaster.—Lehigh Pioneer. 


Erratum in our last.—For violations in the first line of 
page 272, read redations. 
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